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EXECUTIVE MEETING 

 
 Thursday, December 10  

7:00 P.M.   ONLINE 

   The Knights of Columbus Order was founded by Father Michael J. McGivney on March 29, 1882.      Fr. Shyshkowich Council #8925 was granted a Charter on March 27, 1985.   

      
COUNCIL MEETING 

     
  Monday, December 14   

7:00 P.M.   ONLINE 
 

   FR. SHYSHKOWICH COUNCIL  #8925                                                                    
     

                                                                     

                                                                                      

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever! 

 

 

Keep Christ In Christmas! 

 

At this time, the world is absorbed in its search for an end to the 

pandemic. Many are mourning the loss of loved ones and many 

more are afraid of contracting the Covid virus. Let us pray for them 

and for one another! The good news is that several vaccines are now being prepared for distribu-

tion. There is hope.  And, perhaps as a welcome distraction, the world is preoccupied with cele-

brating the secular aspects of the season. Commercials still fill network tv programming and 

secular carols are playing on the radio. However, apart from the occasional appearance of the 

Creche in Christian homes and churches, the birth of Jesus is seldom mentioned in our everyday 

world. Knights must put on the armour and boldly remind everyone of the reason for the season. 

Jesus is the greatest gift of all. 

 

As Knights, let us strive to remind the world of the source of Salvation as we hope and pray for 

deliverance. The Christmas spirit is empty without the reminders that “God is with us”, the proc-

lamation we hear in church during the Povecheria devotional service on Christmas Eve. May we 

echo the words to everyone, “Understand this, all you nations! And be humbled, for God is with 

us.” These words are hopeful and point to a brighter future in a healthier world. During this time, 

as Knights, may we also remember to be good examples of “Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patri-

otism”. We all must play our own roles by laying aside our own selfish desires and being avail-

able to those who need our attention, help or charity. Let our actions during this season and into 

the new year reflect our motto: “In Service to One, in Service to All”. 

 

                Merry Christmas! 

              Br. Michael Ryczak 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Catholic Foundation of 
Manitoba Website: 

http://
www.catholicfoundation.mb.ca/ 
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BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 

Editor: Br. George Gaba 

Contact:  george.sylvia.gaba@gmail   

Printing/Distribution: Brs. Ed Ozubko 

and Steve Prokop 

K OF C WEBSITES  
Supreme:  http://www.kofc.org/eb/

en/dex.html 

Manitoba State:   http://

www.manitobastatecouncil.ca 

 

                       
Слава Iсусу Христу!          

Glory be to Jesus Christ!                                                                    
 
 
 
Dear Brother Knights, 

 
On Saturday November 28, several of our brother knights gathered at our 

parish of St. Joseph’s to set up a very important display. Working together 

they retrieved from storage everything that was needed for the Light up for 

Christ event. Bit by bit, the banner with the message, Keep Christ in Christmas, the trees and the lights 

were put in their proper places. For the next month, this display will draw attention to the true meaning of 

Christmas. 
 
Later on that Saturday, as I viewed this arrangement above the doors of the church, I noticed, what 

could be called, an extraordinary impression, before my eyes. The sign with the words, Keep Christ in 

Christmas, is right below the stain glass window of the icon of the Nativity of Christ. As one reads the 

message on the banner, just above it, the story of Christmas, contained in the icon, unfolds before one’s 

eyes. This is very important because, at this time, it seems that the true meaning of Christmas needs to be 

emphasized more than ever. 
 
This year, because of the pandemic, it will be a very different Christmas on the “outside”. For ex-

ample, no holiday socials, no school concerts, no traveling, social distancing, shopping with the help of 

our computers, curbside pickup, waiting in line, no visiting in person, and smaller numbers around the 

supper table. Certainly, getting ready for Christmas this year will be different. And because of this maybe, 

all of us, may just realize the opportunity that is before us, despite all the inconveniences to our plans that 

the virus has caused. We just may have more time on our hands, to prepare for the coming of Christ. Let 

us use this opportunity wisely in such ways as, by praying, by reading the scripture accounts of the birth of 

Jesus, reaching out to each other in new ways, and looking out for those who really need our help. 
 

To Keep Christ in Christmas is made easier when we allow the story of the birth of our Saviour to 

unfold before us and in us. This year, we may just have the time to take advantage of this opportunity. 

 Peace & Prayers, 
Fr. Dmytro 

 

 
District Field Agent 
Br. Anthony D' Souza 

1-204-999-5197  

http://www.catholicfoundation.mb.ca/
http://www.catholicfoundation.mb.ca/
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INTRODUCTION TO ROYAL DOORS: 

  

Royal Doors was launched as a website to provide English language resources for 
Ukrainian Greek Catholics in July 2011. We hope to have an ever-growing collec-
tion of catechetical resources, liturgical services, “how to” videos, news articles, 
and many other items that will serve the needs of the Church. Royal Doors in an 
unofficial site. We submit to the authority of our Patriarch, Sviatoslav, the Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC, and, through their communion with the Holy Father, to 
Pope Francis. We promise to strive to present Church teachings accurately. If you 
believe that we have failed or could do better, please contact us – we are very 
open to hear from you. 
  

 
I.C.C.D  FUNDRAISER 

 

      HELLO BROTHERS, This year’s fundraiser efforts has been truly a challenging ex-
perience.  First, no Grey cup, then no Super Bowl, and now No contacts, No visiting 
No opening doors to anybody, No going out except for bread, milk, eggs and prescrip-
tions,  BUT open for liquor and cannabis stores, DON’T FIGURE. Here we are trying 
to do good deeds without too much success.  
 
Brothers, we only have 6 weeks left until the Early Bird Draw being held on Jan 23, 
2021.  I want to THANK those Brothers who made a commitment to ONE book for 
themselves and ONE book to family or friends.  Also to our Brothers who saw fit to 
commit to 3, 4, 5, 6, and even 10 books.  THANK-YOU BROTHERS.  Based on my 
records, this is only 1/2 of our Council members and I am looking forward to members 
who have not yet received any books to step forward and get engaged in this worthy  
fundraiser.  For those members who have books ready to forward, perhaps you can 
forward them to the parish office when you do your weekly, or monthly donations as 
well as picking them up once you phone me for your commitment of books. THANK-
YOU BROTHERS.   
 
Early Bird ticket books will be needed by Jan 15/21 to be eligible for the 10 draws of 
$100.00, Note: last year our Council had one winner on the Early Bird draw and 3 win-
ners on the final draw. More details on our next month’s newsletter.  My next report 
will not be until the new year, so Brothers from my family to you and yours,  have a 
great Christmas and stay healthy. 
 
Br. Don Gulchak 
Chair I.C.C.D. 
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Congratulations to our Brother Knight 
          

   
 

December 
 

23  Jim Keller 
      

Happy Birthday and Mnohaya 
Lita! 

 
 
      

 

A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION  

IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of salva-

tion and of hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of 

the Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain while 

remaining steadfast in faith. O loving Mother, you know 

what we need, and we are confident you will provide for 

us as at Cana in Galilee. Intercede for us with your Son 

Jesus, the Divine Physician, for those who have fallen ill, 

for those who are vulnerable, and for those who have 

died. Intercede also for those charged with protecting the 

health and safety of others and for those who are tending 

to the sick and seeking a cure. Help us, O Mother of Di-

vine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do 

as we are told by Jesus, who took upon himself our 

sufferings and carried our sorrows, so as to lead us, 

through the Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection. 

Amen.  

Under thy protection we seek refuge, O Holy Mother of 

God. In our needs, despise not our petitions, but deliver 

us always from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Vir-

gin. Amen. 

 

Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis 

Brothers Bohdan Wowczuk, Gordon Lasko, Mike Kiernicki and Michael Dudar              

set up the Keep Christ in Christmas display on Saturday, November 28.  
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NOTICE OF MOTION 
    Whereas the covid pandemic has both increased the need for social services and decreased the number of 

volunteers and fund-raising events; 

     And whereas there is a failure to provide sufficient access to palliative care, and instead pressure to  ex-

pand assisted suicide; 

     And whereas our Council has funds available to assist in alleviating the suffering caused by the current 

situation and wishes to ensure its ability to provide such assistance; 

     And whereas the organizations listed in the motion are providing valuable and much needed services: 
 
     Now therefore I move as follows: 

That our Council make the following donations: 

 $500 to each of: Welcome Home, Siloam Mission, Harvest Manitoba, and The Salvation Army; 

 $250 to each of: Life's Vision Winnipeg, and Life Canada; 

 

Brief Summary of the work of the Charities listed 

 

Welcome Home A Redemptorist Mission of St. Alphonsus...feeding the poor in body and in spirit...we    

already support this with an annual donation and with two dinners---but the Thanksgiving meal did not hap-

pen, and I have not heard about Christmas dinner. 
 
Siloam Mission  As a Christian humanitarian organization, Siloam Mission connects the community in or-

der to alleviate hardships --- provide meals and shelter ---and provide opportunities for change for those af-

fected by poverty and homelessness.  Siloam Mission is a place for support, healing and recovery. 
 
Harvest Manitoba (formerly Winnipeg Harvest)  A not-for-profit, community based organization that is a 

food distribution & training centre. Our goals are to collect and share surplus food with people who are   

hungry and to offer training opportunities to help people step up and out of poverty.  
 
The Salvation Army  The Salvation Army is a Christian organization that gives hope and support to vul-

nerable people in 400 communities across Canada and in 131 countries. The Salvation Army exists to share 

the love of Jesus Christ, meet human needs and be a transforming influence in the communities of our 

world.  Housing,  Shelters,  Social Services,  Thrift Stores,  Churches. 
  
Life's Vision Winnipeg  A charitable, non-profit, pro-life resource centre dedicated to providing life-

affirming education to Manitobans. We believe in protecting the right to life from conception to natural 

death.  Methods: Advertising campaigns, social media, quarterly newsletters, hosting educational events and 

assisting Churches and other groups to do the same, presenting documentaries and movies supporting        

pro-life values, hosting symposiums and banquets, presenting at schools and churches, and displaying edu-

cational material at conferences and festivals. 
 
Life Canada  This is a national co-ordinating body of pro-life groups working on various pro-life pro-

grams.  As part of its work, it maintains a website with a great deal of information, including some video 

presentations.  Life's Vision is a member and benefits from material received from Life Canada.  Current 

projects include advocating for the human rights of pre-born babies, opposing the expansion of assisted sui-

cide, advocating for increased access to palliative care, and fighting for conscience rights for all medical 

care personnel. 

 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION TO BE TABLED AT THE DECEMBER 14 BUSINESS MEETING 

 

Br. Dennis, Advocate  
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Good of the Order 
 
In spite of Manitoba’s health restrictions, our council has weathered the storm as best as 
we can.  Our membership with its deep, varied experience has the capacity to work 
through the challenges. I see a healthy dose of positivity, inspiration, and helpful tone as 
we attempt to keep a positive attitude as our council marches forward. 
 
We were still able to make adjustments and be successful in the endeavors we were able 
to pursue. Since September 2020 we have; 
 
1. Held Executive and Business meetings utilizing Microsoft Teams 
2. Passed 2020-21 Budget 
3. Distributed and sold ICCD tickets 
4. Helped with a Welcome Home organized Farmer's Market 
5. Stay connected with fellow Knights through phone calls 
6. Updated our Council's Memorial Plaque 
7. Prepared submissions for our Council's Bulletin 
8. Delivered 2 boxes of winter coats to Welcome Home in support of the Knights' Coats     
for Kids program 
9. Undertook maintenance at Ukrainian Park 
10. Prepared our Council's membership roster 
11. Assembled the Lights On For Christmas parish display 
 
This is precisely what we need in our Council as we go forward. We are doing our best to 
follow the restrictions. We are grateful to our fellow Knights for their dedication to our 
Council. As you can see, we have not given up hope and this is a reminder of the incredi-
ble work of our organization. Give yourself a round of applause for a job well done! 
 
Br George Koch 
Good of the Order 

Membership Dues 
 
The 2021 Council Dues are now payable. Dues are $40.00 for regular members and 
$25.00 for Honorary Members. Honorary Life members are exempt from dues. Please 
make your cheque payable to “Fr. Shyshkowich Council” mail it to Gordon Lasko at 7 Lin-
denshore Drive, Wpg., MB, R3P 2M8. 

Superbowl Tickets 

Due to the difficulty of “getting together” restrictions associated with Covid-19 Code Red, we felt that 
getting tickets put in envelopes and distributed to members in time to sell enough tickets to make 
some money would be almost impossible. Because of this, we decided to cancel the sale of the        
Superbowl tickets for this year. We’re hoping to continue with the Grey Cup next year as well as     

Superbowl 2022.  

Br. Michael Dudar  
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Assisted Suicide --- We Can Live Without It! 

Br Dennis Wawrykow, Council Life Director 

 

Here is a quick review of what has happened---and is happening now---with regard to the federal government's 

program to promote assisted suicide. 
 

1.  In 2016, a law amended the Criminal Code in order to make assisted suicide legal. 

 

      2. This same law requires the Government to have a committee of the House of Commons, the Senate, or both, 

review of its provisions and for a review of the state of palliative care in Canada.  Here is the wording in that law: 

Review by committee 

10 (1) At the start of the fifth year after the day on which this Act receives royal assent, the provisions en-

acted by this Act are to be referred to the committee of the Senate, of the House of Commons or of both 

Houses of Parliament that may be designated or established for the purpose of reviewing the provisions. 

Report 

(2) The committee to which the provisions are referred is to review them and the state of palliative care in 

Canada and submit a report to the House or Houses of Parliament of which it is a committee, including a 

statement setting out any changes to the provisions that the committee recommends. 

   

3. In 2019, a Quebec Court ruled that it was unconstitutional to restrict assisted suicide only to persons whose 

death is reasonably foreseeable. 
 

4, Instead of appealing that Court's decision, and taking this case to the Supreme Court of Canada, the 

federal government jumped at the chance to change the law to expand the use of assisted suicide.....some 

detail.. It is attempting to do this with Bill C 7, and is fast tracking it through Parliament by limiting the 

number of hearings. 
 

      5. And the government is ignoring the provision in the law which calls for a review. 

The start of the first year after the law received Royal Assent was June 17, 2016. The start of the fifth year was 

June 17, 2020. 

Where is the review? Where are the Committees? 

 

What can you do? 

 

1. Spread the word to those you know! 

2.   Send an email to the House of Commons, and separately to your Member of Parliament. 

 

Life Canada   https://lifecollective.io/lifecanada   provides two links that make it easy: 

 

Use this link to a Petition to the House of Commons, which was prepared by Membeer of Parliament Garnett 

Genuis...https://www.garnettgenuismp.ca/no_same_day_death 

 

Use this link to get to a list of Members of Parliament, which provides contact information: 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en/search 

 

Contact me at 204-599-6055 or email: dennisw3@hotmail.com to discuss this important issue and/or to become 

part of our Council's Life Team. 

https://lifecollective.io/lifecanada
https://www.garnettgenuismp.ca/no_same_day_death
mailto:dennisw3@hotmail.com


 

 

Dignity Therapy Helps Dying People Find Peace 

 
By Alex Schadenberg 

Executive Director, Euthanasia Prevention Coalition 
 

(submitted by Br Dennis Wawrykow, Council Life Director) 

 

In a recent blog, Mr. Schadenberg writes: 

 

“I found this excellent article written by Laura Baziuk and published by the Winnipeg Free Press June 7, 2011. 
 
CANADIAN researchers have come up with a list of questions to help terminally ill people share their memo-

ries, hopes and regrets as they look back on their lives. 
 
And a new study, published Wednesday, conducted by those researchers in Winnipeg shows their approach, 

called dignity therapy, helps terminally ill patients tend to any unfinished business and find peace in their final 

days. 
 
Dignity therapy asks terminally ill people about their wishes, lessons learned and how they want to be remem-

bered: "What are the most important roles you had in life?" "Are there specific things you want your family to 

know or remember about you?" "When did you feel most alive?" 
 
The conversations with therapists are recorded and transcribed to create a permanent record, which the person 

can share with loved ones or leave in their will. 
 
"Dignity therapy really tries to look at what are the sources, what are the things that might cause or undermine 

dignity toward the end of life," said Harvey Chochinov, lead study author, psychiatry professor at the Univer-

sity of Manitoba and a Canada Research Chair in palliative care. "Some of the areas we found were, for exam-

ple, a loss of sense of meaning, a loss of sense of purpose, feeling that one's life wouldn't have made a differ-

ence." 
 
In the sessions, people give advice on how to live a happy life, apologize for past mistakes, confess regret at 

missed opportunities or find new meaning in what they accomplished in life. 
 
"We've had people who've told us that dignity therapy was the only time they've ever heard a parent say that 

they loved them or that they felt proud of them," Chochinov said. "(The therapy) is able to offer (a sense of 

value) in a format that makes this accessible to even the most vulnerable." 
 
Their study, published by The Lancet Oncology and conducted alongside researchers in New York and Austra-

lia, assigned 326 terminally ill adults to receive one of three kinds of palliative care. 

 

The Euthanasia Prevention Coalition believes in the benefits and the importance of the Dignity Therapy 

model that has been developed by Dr. Harvey Chochinov. ” 

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/canada/terminally-ill-find-meaning-of-life-with-dignity-therapy-

125129574.html  
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